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Joan McAlpine MSP 
Convener 
Culture, Tourism, Europe and External Relations Committee 
Scottish Parliament 
Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 
 
 
             
8 April 2019 
 
 
 
Dear Joan,  
 
In accordance with the Written Agreement on Inter-Governmental Relations between the 
Scottish Parliament and the Scottish Government, I am writing to inform you of the Scottish 
Government’s contribution to the Joint Ministerial Committee on Europe, JMC (E), which was 
held on Monday 18 March 2019 in London.   
 
As part of the meeting, I raised the following priorities: 
 

1. The UK’s approach to the March European Council agenda (Single Market, Climate 
Change, EU-China Summit and Disinformation);  

2. Multi-annual Financial Framework (2021-2027);  
3. Preparation for the UK as a Third Country; and 
4. Development of a joint Common Priorities Framework between the UK and Devolved 

Administrations. 
 
1)    The UK’s approach to the March European Council agenda (Single Market, Climate 
Change, EU-China Summit and Disinformation) 
 
In relation to priorities for the March European Council, I stressed the enormous importance 
that the Scottish Government places on continued membership of the Single Market, as it has 
been hugely beneficial for Scotland. I highlighted that it was particularly regrettable that the UK 
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has persisted in its intention to leave the Single Market while the EU is focussing on removing 
remaining barriers to trade in goods and services, to reap the benefits from further integration.  
 
On discussion of climate change, I highlighted the Scottish Government’s determination to 
tackle climate change. To achieve this, we are undertaking ambitious measures to support the 
transition to a socially inclusive low carbon economy. I welcomed the UK Government support 
of the EU’s decision to develop a long-term strategy to combat climate change by 2020. I noted 
that regardless of the future relationship between the UK and the EU, the Scottish Government 
remains committed to working with the EU to meet the Paris Agreement’s targets.  
 
On the Council agenda item of the upcoming EU-China Summit, I stressed that a strong 
relationship with China is a key priority for the Scottish Government. Given the Summit’s broad 
focus on geo-political matters, I also asked for an update on whether human rights were likely 
to be discussed.   
 
On tackling disinformation and the need for increased cyber security, I highlighted that the 
Scottish Government is supportive of the European Commission’s continued efforts to protect 
Member States’ democratic systems from co-ordinated efforts to fuel division and mistrust.   
 
2)    Multi-annual Financial Framework (2021-2027) 
 
During our discussion on the next Multi-annual Financial Framework, I stressed that the UK 
Government’s lack of clarity on their position on future participation on EU funding 
programmes, as well as domestic funding alternatives, was highly disappointing and 
concerning. I highlighted that it was particularly concerning that to date there has been no sign 
of meaningful engagement with the Devolved Administrations on the proposed Shared 
Prosperity Fund. I also reiterated that considerations on future participation in EU funding 
programmes should be fully explored in partnership with the Devolved Administrations.  
 
A clear example of a programme Scotland has a strong preference to continue full participation 
in is Erasmus+. In this regard, I expressed my concern that, in the event of a no deal, funding 
for programmes such as Erasmus+ may be in jeopardy for all students involved in work or 
study placements across Europe.  
 
3)    Preparation for the UK as a Third Country 
 
In our discussion about the UK’s preparation for Third Country status, and in light of the UK 
Parliament’s rejection of the Withdrawal Agreement on Tuesday 12 March, I highlighted that 
the UK Government must continue to engage with the Devolved Administrations on on-going 
EU business irrespective of the potential outcomes of the UK’s Brexit process. I also stressed 
that some of the third country preparation arrangements, and the mechanisms by which the UK 
Government will engage with the Devolved Administrations in that event, should be 
accelerated.   
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4)    Development of a joint Common Priorities Framework between the UK and 
Devolved Administrations 
 
As part of the discussion of the development of a Common Priority Framework, I highlighted 
that it was appropriate that the UK Government and Devolved Administrations make progress 
in identifying joint policy priorities on which to engage with the European Union. Without 
prejudice to the individual engagement strategy the Scottish Government may wish to take, a 
joint framework approach will enable the UK Government and Devolved Administrations to co-
ordinate positions as appropriate to engage with the EU, irrespective of the outcome of Brexit. 
 
As you will know, European Council President Donald Tusk has called a special meeting of 
the European Council for the 10 April in view of the House of Commons rejection of the EU 
withdrawal agreement.  The Council has not yet published an agenda for this meeting.   As 
the substance of the meeting will relate to Article 50, this will take place in the EU27 
configuration, with the UK expected to be asked for an update on its plans for exit prior to 
this discussion.   
 
On this occasion, there is no scheduled meeting of JMC (E) or (EN) to discuss the UK’s 
position at Council, therefore the Scottish Government is considering the representations it 
will make to the UK Government in advance of the Council meeting. 
 
After that, the next European Council is scheduled to take place on 20 and 21 June 2019. 
While the UK may no longer have a seat at Council by this date, it has been agreed between 
the UK Government and Devolved Administrations that the JMC (E) forum will continue to meet 
to discuss on-going EU business.   
 
I will write to you once an agenda and date have been confirmed for the next JMC (E) meeting.  
 
Kind regards,  
 
 

                                                   
 
 

Ben Macpherson MSP 
Minister for Europe, Migration and International Development 
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